


A Greener World
Being environmentally friendly is the de facto  
mindset of most people today. Many cities provide  
recycling bins for their residents. Gym goers carry  
around reusable water bottles instead of disposable  
plastic ones. Businesses proudly tell their customers  
that their shopping bags are made from 100 %  
recycled material. As a whole, we've all gone  
GREEN…

A few things we think you should know…

• Green jobs, especially those in solar energy, are  

on the rise

• Solar companies will add jobs at a greater rate  

than the rest of the economy

• If working in an environmental field is important  

to you, find out about necessary courses

http://ussolarinstitute.com/solar-installer-training/


Looking for a Job in Solar Energy?

The solar industry is one of the  
fastest-growing industries in  
the nation and around the  
world, and offers tremendous  
opportunities for workers from  
all backgrounds.

This presentation will provide  
you with the most current  
information in regards to solar  
jobs. The information will  
prove that an education in  
Solar Energy is a great  
investment in your future.



Since The Solar Foundation®  first started tracking solar  jobs, it has found that the  
industry has experienced  steady and impressive job  growth.



Sectors of Employment  
in the Solar Industry

• Installation
• Manufacturing
• Sales and Distribution
• Project Development



Solar Employment by Sector
Solar employers are optimistic regarding their future hiring with consistent  

growth projected across all sectors in 2017.



Solar Energy Sector Employment
Looking at longer term trends, the installation and sales & distribution sectors have 
experienced dramatic growth. From 2010 to 2016, employment in installation and sales 
& distribution sectors nearly tripled.
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Average Salary in the Solar Industry

Solar jobs continue to be good paying jobs. The median wage for workers in the solar  
industry is $23.75 per hour vs the median wage for all occupations in the United States  
which is approximately $17.09 per hour.



Employment in Energy Generation



Expected Growth 2016 – 2017
Overall and by Sector



Employment Growth 2010 – 2017
Solar Installation

The installation sector anticipates adding the most workers in 2017 as well, 
reaching more than 154,000 jobs by year’s end with an expected 
employment growth rate of 12% or 17,000 jobs.



Employment Growth 2010 – 2017
Solar Manufacturing

Solar manufacturers produce a variety of products and components for domestic and  
international markets. Asia leads the PV Module manufacturing market with the  
production of 87% of worldwide PV Modules.



Employment Growth 2010 – 2017
Solar Sales and Distribution

Solar sales and distribution are engaged in selling (but not installing) solar and other
ancillary services to customers and/or warehousing and distributing U.S. and foreign
made solar goods to installers.



Employment Growth 2010 – 2017
Solar Project Developer

The project development sector includes utilities and companies that work on the  largest, utility-
scale solar projects. Predominantly using photovoltaic (PV) or  concentrating solar power (CSP), 
these firms construct and sell bulk power to utilities or  directly to consumers as a utility.



Annual Solar Power 
Capacity Installations



Growth in Solar is led by Falling Prices
The cost to install solar has dropped by more than 60% over the last 10 years, leading the industry 
to expand into new markets and deploy thousands of systems nationwide.



Installed Solar Capacity by State (MW)
Florida ranks third in the nation  for rooftop solar potential, but  all the way down at 14th for  
cumulative solar capacity  installed. Florida’s solar policies lag  behind many other states in the  
nation: No RPS and not allowing  Power Purchase Agreements.



U.S. Solar PV Growth Forecast



Solar Vs. Grid Prices

The price of solar systems has been dropping significantlyover  
the past three decades. In the near future the price of solar 
will ultimately be lower than  the price of electricity provided 
by the utilitycompany.



National Solar Hiring Difficulty
According to the solar  foundation, solar employers  reported increasing difficulty in  
finding QUALIFIED workers as  compared to previous Census  reports, though it is not 
yet to a  critical level. The best way to stand out from  the competition is by having the  
EDUCATION and hands-on  training from a world renowned  school.



Job Creation Return on Investment?

GREEN JOBS have a  
higher Return on  
Investment than other  
energy industry jobs.



Why Are People Going Solar?



Annual U.S. Solar PV Installations



Amazing Growth Still only 2% of Capacity



What a great time to be in the solar industry! 
191% growth in just one year is pretty impressive. 

Join this massively growing industry by learning the 
trade at The US Solar Institute! 

http://ussolarinstitute.com/pv101-solar-fundamentals-online-course/


Interested in Entering the Exciting  
Solar Industry?

(954) 236-4577
www.USSolarInstitute.com

Want to start now?
Click here and take our popular online course  

PV-101: Photovoltaic Fundamentals

Prefer in-person classes?
Click here to view upcoming schedule

http://www.ussolarinstitute.com/
http://ussolarinstitute.com/pv101-solar-fundamentals-online-course/
http://ussolarinstitute.com/solar-installer-training/
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